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Professor Robert Shanks

The CRC for Polymers and Olex won a CRC Association
Award for Excellence in Innovation for the ceramifying
polymer technology which is being commercialised by
Olex and Ceram Polymerik. The Minister for Science, the
Honourable Peter McGauran, presented the award to
Olex's Managing Director, Andrew Stobart, and the
Centre's CEO at the CRC Association's Annual
Conference in Adelaide on June 10. This technology and
its commercial applications are described in the
commercialisation section of this report. The Centre and
Olex were amongst finalists for the 2003 Victorian
Engineering Excellence Awards and the 2003 DuPont
Innovation Awards.

During the year the Governing Board introduced the
Chairman's Award for Excellence in Commercialisation to
recognise project teams that had successfully developed
and commercialised technologies to deliver products in
the market place. Members of two teams were presented
with awards by Dr Peter Coldrey at the February 2004
Governing Board meeting. The first award was presented
to the team whose research led to the VisyPak high
impact resistant PET packaging tray. The second award
went to the team that developed the technology used by
Olex in their PyrolexTM Ceramifiable® cable range.

Dr Ezio Rizzardo, a CSIRO Fellow at Molecular Science,
was the inaugural Director of the CRC (formerly the CRC
for Polymer Blends) when it commenced operation in July
1992 and has continued close involvement with the
Centre as a Research program leader. His outstanding
contributions to Australian science have been further
recognised during the year when he was named as one of
Australia's top ten scientists in The Bulletin magazine’s
“Australia’s Smart 100” 2003, and when he received the
following medals:

Grants and Awards

Presentation of the CRC Association Award for Excellence in
Innovation (from left): the Honourable Peter McGauran
(Australian Minister for Science), Mr Andrew Stobart
(Managing Director, Olex), Dr Ian Dagley (CRC-P) and the
Honourable Tony Staley (Chairman, CRC Committee)

• RACI H G Smith Memorial Medal 2003.

• CSIRO Medal (team leader) for innovation in
polymer science 2003.

• Centenary Medal for Service to Australian Society
and Polymer Science 2003.

Another long standing member of the Centre, Professor
Robert Shanks, received a degree of Doctor of Applied
Science from RMIT for his comprehensive studies on the
chemical structure and microstructure of polymers,
polymer blends and composites and how these affect
physical, thermal and mechanical properties. This
distinction recognises the substantial contribution that
these studies have made to scientific understanding.

The teams that developed the high impact resistant packaging
trays (above) and the PyrolexTM Ceramifiable® cables (below)
and received Chairman's Awards
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